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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to our consultation on the proposed estate 
masterplan development at Murrayshall Country House 
Hotel and Golf Club. 

The purpose of this consultation is to present the emerging 
vision for a proposed estate masterplan development; a 
strategic planning approach to the current and future 
development of Murrayshall Country House Hotel 
and Golf Club. The aim of the proposal is to ensure, 
through an ongoing capital investment programme, 
the long term sustainable future of the Estate and its 
positive impact on local tourism and the local economy, 
including employment and businesses.
 

BACKGROUND

In May 2019, our client Murrayshall Country House 
Hotel and Golf Club initiated a review of the Murrayshall 
Estate within the context of an ongoing ambitious 
investment programme, with a view of bringing forward 
proposals to develop an estate strategy and vision, 
including substantial investment in the Hotel facilities: 
Hotel alterations and extension, indoor games centre, 
spa facilities, golf academy, outdoor pursuits centre, 
lodge accommodation and glamping units. This 
investment would be supported by: enabling residential 
development, landscaping, infrastructure and 
environmental improvements (including renewables 
and low carbon initiatives).  

A project team has been appointed to commence with 
a programme of various site analysis and investigations 
to help inform the development of a masterplan for the 
estate. A Proposal of Application Notice (Ref: 20/00010/
PAN) was submitted to Perth and Kinross Council in 
November 2020 and has signalled the intention to 
submit an application for planning permission. 

While we have entered into pre application discussions 
with Perth and Kinross’s planning team, this consultation 
is intended to inform the community of the indicative 
proposals, with a view to obtaining feedback and 
comments that can assist with the development of the 
masterplan, prior to a planning in principle application 
being submitted in early 2021. 
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PROPOSAL SITE

The proposal site is the existing Murrayshall estate and 
extends to 147 hectares and is located to the east of 
Scone: approximately 0.5 miles to the village outskirts 
from the existing estate entrance. 

The site is bounded in part by an existing road 
network, including Murrayshall Road to the north, and 
roadway to the western boundary. Balcraig Road runs 
through the application site separating the northern 
and southern areas of the site. The site is currently 
accessed through the main entrance to the estate on 
Murrayshall Road, but there is also additional existing 
access points along Balcraig Road, into both the north 
and south parts of the proposed site.  

The topography of the application site is consistently 
sloping downwards from the south east point of the 
site towards the northern boundary. Parts of the site 
are visible from the road network, but other areas are 
screened by existing woodland edges.  

Currently the land compromises of parts of the 
hotel facilities including: derelict former staff 
accommodation buildings, golf driving range and 
redundant parts of the golf courses. 

Access:

a) Murrayshall Road – Existing core path access to 
north west area of site

b) Murrayshall Road – Hotel existing entrance

c) Murrayshall Road – Existing core path and road 
access to former staff accommodation building

d) Eastern edge Roadway – Potential access to site

e) Balcraig Road – Potential access to glamping pod 
site

f) Balcraig Road – Existing gate access to south east 
part of site

g) Two Mile House – Existing pedestrian access to core 
path northwards

h) Balcraig Road – Existing and potential access to 
northern and southern parts of site near an existing 
housing group
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INDICATIVE MASTERPLAN 

Proposed masterplan to include:

1. EXISTING HOTEL ACCOMMODATION & LODGES

2. EXISTING RESIDENTIAL GROUP

3. EXISTING RESIDENTIAL GROUP

4. FORMER STAFF ACCOMMODATION TO FORM PART 
OF POTENTIAL RESIDENTIAL GROUP (14.)

5. EXISTING GROUNDSKEEPING BUILDING WITH 
PROPOSED STAFF ACCOMMODATION

6. HOTEL EXTENSION

7. INDOORS GAMES ROOM

8. SPA  FACILITIES AND GOLF ACADEMY

9. LODGE ACCOMMODATION

10. GLAMPING PODS

11. OUTDOOR PURSUITS

12/13/14. POTENTIAL RESIDENTIAL GROUP

15. RENEWABLES & LOW-CARBON INITIATIVES

Diagram - Indicative Masterplan
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PROPOSALS

The proposals to develop areas within the Murrayshall Estate 
site includes significant expansion and new additions to the 
existing hotel facilities, new enabling residential development 
and landscape and infrastructure improvements. 

Hotel Alterations and Extension – Significant upgrade and 
expansion to existing Hotel building facilities; to be available 
to new leisure and corporate guests, as well as local customers 
and members. This will consist of new hotel rooms, increased 
food and drink offering with an emphasis on local produce, 
including al fresco dining and in-room dining.  

Indoor Game Areas – New building within the vicinity to 
house indoors games and sports centre. A new hotel facility 
addition to increase the offering to family guests and visitors. 

Spa Facilities and Golf Academy – New state of the art Golf 
Academy and Spa facilities, including: new driving range, golf 
lessons, gym, personal training and fitness classes, swimming 
pool, spa treatments, and sauna. To be situated in close 
proximity to the main hotel building, and made available to 
both local members and guests. 

Lodge Accommodation – New 2, 3 and 4 bedroom self-
catering lodges in close proximity to the main hotel building, 
within a designed landscaped setting.  

Glamping Units – Tree house lodges or glamping pods to be 
situated within southern area of the site, and to accessed from 
Balcraig Road.  

Outdoor Pursuits Centre – New outdoor pursuits area 
in southern part of site, to include such activities as: biking, 
walking, photography, laser clay pigeon shooting, external 
gym, archery and falconry. An opportunity to facilitate more 
outdoor recreation for both guests and local people.

Landscaping and Infrastructure – All new areas to be 
developed with additional landscaping to support and enhance 
the overall strategy, accessibility, walkability and sense of place 
within the proposed masterplan. 

Enabling Residential Housing  – The investment in the hotel 
and estate will have a significant and positive effect on the local 
economy, including employment and tourism. To support this 
there will be a requirement for enabling residential development 
within the finalised masterplan; the extent of which is to be 
investigated and agreed. The estate is situated within the 
designated Green Belt with policy and guidance not supportive 
of mainstream housing. Therefore bespoke residential ‘pockets’ 
will include other housing options including low-carbon self-
build and custom design plots, as well as the development of 
areas of the estate which have existing building e.g. previous 
staff accommodation building. 

Environmental Improvements, Renewables and Low 
Carbon Initiatives – Renewable energy sources (e.g. 
photovoltaics) to be used within the development 
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NEXT STEPS
 
Subject to this consultation exercise and further 
discussions with Perth and Kinross Council and 
other stakeholders it is proposed to submit a 
planning application in early 2021. 

The submitted application will be supported 
by an extensive range of technical information 
(transport, ecology, archaeology, drainage, 
flooding, trees, noise, ground conditions and 
education) which will all inform the finalised 
framework masterplan, demonstrating that the 
proposed development is fully deliverable. 

We will take into account all comments made 
during this consultation event as the proposals 
are developed further. A report will be prepared 
on this consultation exercise which will be 
submitted to Perth and Kinross Council along 
with the outline planning application. 

We welcome your comments on the proposals 
and look forward to receiving your feedback. 
Also, please remember that this is a pre-
application consultation and you will have an 
opportunity to make formal representations 
to Perth and Kinross Council once a planning 
application has been submitted.

CONSULTATION

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST & COOPERATION

Online – The FPA practice website (www.ferguspurdiearchitect.co.uk) will host a dedicated webpage to enable interested parties to view the proposal presentation boards. Interested parties will be able to submit 
comments via email (contact - mail@ferguspurdiearchitect.co.uk), in strictest confidence. Public consultation responses will be monitored and documented for record purposes. All comments submitted will be responded 
to within 10 days. The dedicated webpage will go live from the 10th December, and will be online until the 12th January. All public comments will be accepted and responded to for a further 10 days.  

Consultation Event - The live consultation event will take place on Friday 18th of December between 2pm-7pm. During this time the project team will be available to discuss the project proposals with interested 
parties via phone, email and pre-booked one-on-one zoom meeting slots (please contact mail@ferguspurdiearchitect.co.uk before the 18th December to arrange a meeting slot). Following this event, any additional 
comments can be made via email for the following 10 days, and will be responded to within 10 days. 

Exhibition - Explanatory display material with comments/feedback notices will be located in an open public area within the hotel from 10th December to 12th of January. Location and operational requirements (i.e. 
unmanned) will ensure social distancing is provided. This will be free to view by Murrayshall Country House Hotel and Golf Club members and guests only. 

Other means of communication – Interested parties can make additional comments via post to the FPA practice address, or request a one-on-one zoom call or meeting in person (subject to COVID restrictions) with a 
member of the project team if unable to attend the online event. 


