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Pub l i c  Engagemen t

Public Engagement

The proposal was initially presented to the Dunning Community 

Council.

On the 27th September 2018 the practice held a community 

engagement event at Dunning Town Hall. The purpose of the event 

was to inform the community of the current proposal, and to seek 

opinions, ideas and views on the following:

What types of uses would benefit the community?

Is a self-build custom design approach of interest?

Would such an aspiration be supported?

In addition to the event, the practice undertook a workshop with 

Dunning Primary School to explore possible uses for the community 

aspect within the site strategy proposal.
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Public Engagement

The event at Dunning Town Hall was well attended with approx 60-80 
local people attending through the day and evening. 

Feedback:

Self Build/Custom Design Housing - The local residents commented 
that self build plots are a good alternative to previous housing 
proposals, and thought that an early engagement process was a 
positive approach. 

There was a strong interest in the availability of self build plots 
from a number of different demographics: these included current 
older residents who would like to ‘downsize’, first time buyers who 
wanted to stay in Dunning, and retrospective self-builders who were 
interested in a live/work arrangement. Local residents were vocal of 
the lack of opportunities for younger generations to buy their own 
home in Dunning; resulting in younger people moving away from the 
village. 

Local residents were also responsive to the design quality and work 
for local trades that can be offered with self build plots. 

Community aspect - potential for variety of uses; including, but not 
limited to: orchard, scout facilities, nursery, community growing/
woodland, nursery, bird watching facility, skate park, outdoor 
learning and outlook tower with a possible tieing in with the Pictish 
history of the area.
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DUNNING PRIMARY SCHOOL - WORKSHOP

Renewable Energy

Act iv i ty

Out look Tower

Future of Dunning

House Design

Vi l lage Masterplan

The workshop with children from Dunning Primary School provided the opportunity for a younger generation to engage with the Thornyhill project proposal. 
This was achieved by a series of exercises: 

- ‘Introduction to the Village’ - Exploration of Dunning through use of a large placemaking vinyl map.
- ‘Postcards from the Future’ - Asking the question ‘How do you see Dunning in 30 years time? A look at how the children want Dunning to develop in future.
- ‘Ideal House Design’ - A drawing and masterplanning exercise developing ideas of how the children would design their ideal home on a self build plot.
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Self  Bui lders

Community

L ive Work

Design Qual i ty

Firs t  T ime Buyers

Downsiz ing

The public engagement event provided an opportunity for the practice to present the concept for Thornyhill and to inform the local residents about the subject 
of self build and custom design housing. Additionally it afforded the residents an opportunity to comment and contribute ideas and concerns very early in the 
project development process. 

DUNNING TOWN HALL - PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT EVENT
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‘Seems a great idea. All depends on 
future plot costs. As to further building 
costs, like the idea of not developing 
the complete site.’

‘Good alternative to previous 
development (housing) proposals! 
Great opportunity for community 
facilities – orchard, green gym, scout 
facilities, nursery, community growing/
woodland.’

‘Small scale development very 
interesting. Like community aspect of 
this.’

‘Very interesting project. Good 
community engagement. Like 
community space. Good future plans 
for village. Like self build idea.’

‘Need to see more detail before I can 
make proper comments on the actual 
build and space.’

Things to think about S, M, L, XL

Are you inspired by any ideas/projects?

Is there anything we are missing/you disagree with?

Have you any project ideas/aspirations?

Could you support/champion an idea? 

‘Interested in self build, energy 
efficient and sustainable design. 
Excellent to see early engagement with 
the community to co-create community 
area. Interesting to tie in the Thorny Hill 
outlook with the Pictish history and to 
have an element of edible growing to 
benefit from great soil locally.’

‘I am concerned about the increased 
level of additional traffic that would 
impact Latch Burn Wynd, already a 
road that is subject to issues of car 
movement. Also by being in the west 
of the village all access to the A9/M90 
would be through the town centre.’

‘My family has worked and enjoyed 
many generations in this village and I 
would like to continue doing so.’
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‘If suitable for single level bungalow/
retirement – small garden, we would be 
interested.’‘Incredibly inspired and motivated by 

the Thornyhill proposal’

‘We are in our fifties and the kids have 
flown the nest so we are starting to plan 
ahead for downsizing our property.’
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‘Is there a way of prioritising local 
people so young people from the 
village can be in with a chance? Young 
families are struggling to buy in the 
village they’ve grown up in, and want 
to buy in.’

‘Number of houses envisaged? 
Landscaping.’

‘New nursery would be great!’

‘Community use – bird watching 
(wetland?)’

‘I would think a skate park would be 
good for people who like to skate.’

‘Looking at new nursery building? 
Would the established nursery group 
move in?’

‘What type of access from Latch Burn 
Wynd?’

‘Purpose built nursery.’

‘Access may be a problem?’

‘Traffic issues – already unsuitable at 
Muckhart Road.’

‘Good Proposal for the future of the 
village.’

‘Skatepark!’

‘Great Proposal compared to the last 2 
and this one might actually work!’

‘School/youth facilities – outdoor 
learning.’

Things to think about S, M, L, XL

Are you inspired by any ideas/projects?

Is there anything we are missing/you disagree with?

Have you any project ideas/aspirations?

Could you support/champion an idea? 

‘I am currently renting in Dunning at 
present and would like to buy a home 
for my family, I have lived here all my 
life but have had no success in getting 
a property I can call home.’

‘The price of property is very high in 
Dunning, so I’m forced to get a large 
mortgage or move out of it.’
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‘Interested in a dedicated office/
workspace in the house as I work 
from home a lot and that will increase 
as time passes’

PHASE 1 - OUTCOMES

T H O R N Y  H I L L 
C O M M U N I T Y 
P R O P O S A L
PLACE • PEOPLE • PLANNING • FUTURE

In response to a recognised need for providing affordable and accessible housing the Scottish 
Government is actively supporting alternative development models including Self and Custom 
Build houses. 
Thorny Hill, Dunning was selected as a potential location for proposing a combination of 
houses and community led initiatives. In consultation with Perth and Kinross Council our 
practice undertook a feasibility study (Phase 1) to establish a project vision and strategy. The 
outcome of this exercise was documented and reported to the Scottish Government earlier 
this year. 
Having received positive feedback the decision was taken to continue the development with 
Phase 2 – Masterplan and Community Engagement.

Project Vision

Utilise the existing landscape of 
Thorny Hill to build a place for living 
with shared spaces for recreation and 

social enterprise
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PHASE 2 - LIVE, WORK + PLAY

Ecological buffer between adjacent land providing a strong 
physical and visual separation between existing and proposed uses. 
Landscaping to encourage and support biodiversity within a dense 
planted area of trees and shrubs.

Agricultural ‘shed like’ structure provides a semi covered outdoor 
area with adaptable spaces for community uses, pop-up events 
and micro-business start-ups. The open adaptable spaces can be 
infilled as and when required for local businesses, existing and new.

Community building within a woodland setting providing a range 
of indoor and outdoor activities including education, exercise, 
play and relaxation. The landmark location provides outlook and 
connectivity (active and passive) to the surrounding landscape for 
everyone to use and enjoy.

Self and Custom Build housing utilising the existing landform and 
features to provide site specific bespoke houses within a designed 
landscape of connecting paths and roads of shared surfaces. A 
variety of house types, forms, scale and materials for first timers, 
downsizers and co-housing.

Collection of ponds incorporates a sustainable urban drainage 
system (SuDS) with an opportunity to establish wetland areas for 
wildlife and flora. Such areas can be integrated within a nature 
trail for establishing a Thorny Hill outdoor classroom for studying 
wildlife and the natural world.

A
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E

MASTERPLAN FOR ITS LOCATION 
WITH A FOCUS ON COMMUNITY LIFE

LANDOWNERS WHO BELIEVE IN GOOD PLANNING AND DESIGN

A Good Fit – proposed infill development to 
consolidate the village settlement pattern

Development Land Use - comparison between standard housing density and Thorny Hill proposal

1

2

3

Walking and Cycling Route

Principle Access

Existing Access

MASTERPLAN and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Masterplan study was generated from 
three key factors 

• site appraisal
• policy guidance
• design ethos with a landscape led  
 approach

In addition to the planning and design 
stages we are also interested in the 
project delivery

• Use of local resources and expertise
• Incremental phases of development
• Establishing community governance

Study outcome provided a set of project 
objectives 

• Design for a diverse community
• Optimize outdoor space
• Social sustainability
• Enhanced biodiversity

1

A

E

D
C

B

2

3



BUILD A HOME
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PHASE 2 - LIVE

SELF AND CUSTOM BUILD - HOW IT WORKS

House for a Family

Ground Floor Living

Access to Garden

House for a Couple

First Floor Living

Views of Garden

DEVELOP A DESIGN

MASTERPLAN and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

READY-TO-BUILD-PLOTS FOR CO-HOUSING, 
DOWNSIZING AND FIRST TIME BUYERS

Concept - Self and Custom Build Masterplan

Self and Custom Build with individuality and character

Standard developers house type with limited choice

STARTER  HOMES

CUSTOM BUILD

CO-LIVING

DOWNSIZERS

INTERGENERATIONAL

SELF BUILD

HOMEWORKING

CHOOSE A PLOT
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PHASE 2 - LIVE

AFFORDABLE 

SELF+CUSTOM 
BUILD HOUSES

NOTHING 
IS STANDARD 

 

BESPOKE 
DESIGNED 
HOUSES  

 

SUSTAINABLE
MATERIALS

 

MASTERPLAN and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

LOW ENERGY
REDUCE
CARBON

EMISSIONS

The masterplan will be developed to include a variety of Self and Custom Build 
opportunities for individual and groups. This progressive planning approach 
will include a range of Plot Passports to fast track the planning process by 
establishing key principles for plot development. Examples of plot passport 
criteria include -

• extent of plot
• max. gross area you can build 
• max. building height
• house location on the plot 
• existing services
• cladding material palette
• sustainability agenda

Co-housing for groups interested in combining resources to 
build individual houses within a shared communal landscape 
framework of several plots. Opportunity for a collective approach 
to Self and Custom Build

Co-living for likeminded people to enjoy the communal aspects of 
dwelling. Design and build a house subdivided with private space 
for each resident and a variety of shared common areas, inside 
and outside

House designs can 
grow and adapt to 
lifestyle changes

PLOT PASSPORT 
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Adaptable units for small and micro business initiatives 

PHASE 2 - WORK + PLAY

Concept Sketch - Community Landscape & Masterplan

MASTERPLAN and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Variety of spaces for social enterprise 
and community land use

WORK

PLAY
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WE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE YOUR IDEAS 
AND COMBINE THEM WITH THE 

THORNY HILL VISION INTO A REALITY FOR 2020
Please fill in a post-it with any ideas and stick above 

Complete the Masterplan Proposals

Prepare and Submit Outline Planning Application

Form a Working Group for Community Projects

Open Call for Self and Custom Builders to Participate in the Project

WHAT’S NEXT? - PHASE 3

MASTERPLAN and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT


